An Archaeological Survey of the Sudan
confused with the ancient Meroe.) The Sudan was
Christianised during the sixth century A.D. and two
Christian kingdoms were formed. The southern kingdom
was called Aloa and its capital was Soba, The northern
kingdom was Mukarra with its capital at Old Dongola,
Christianity finally gave way to Islam in the thirteenth
century A.B.
It will be convenient to consider the antiquities of the
Sudan in groups according to the period to which they
belong, and this chronological order corresponds roughly
to their geographical distribution from north to south.
Middle Kingdom Period.    2000-1600 B.C.
The principal visible remains of the first Egyptian
occupation are eight fortresses between Wadi Haifa and
Semna, and the ruins and tumuli at Kerma.
The forts are of mud brick and were all built round
about 2000   B.C.    They are  found  at   Buhen   (opposite
Wadi   Haifa),   Dabenarti,   Mirgissa,   Shalfak   (opposite
Sarras), Uronarti or Geziret-el-Melik, and three at Semna.
Of these last the largest is on the west bank of the river,
and another is opposite to it at Semna East or Kumma.
The third is   on   lower   ground  to   the   south   of   the
western fort and is much smaller and less well preserved
than the other two.    There  are  also  ancient  forts  at
Mayanarti and Dorgaynarti, but these are later than those
mentioned   and   their   dating   must   await   excavation.
Some of these forts, notably those at Buhen, Uronarti,
and Semna, were re-occupied during the New  Empire
period. 2
Kerma was the residence of the governor or viceroy
during the Middle Kingdom occupation, and here the
Egyptians developed a special local civilisation, deeply
affected by local customs and materials. The massive
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